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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MANILA 07156 031101Z 
ACTION LAB-04 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-OO SIL-01 /018W 

006489 031104Z/11 

R 030738Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MANILA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0000 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 

UNCLAS MANILA 07156 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB.RP 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR (DOL) SEMINAR ON 
MEDIATION, CONCILIATION AND ARBITRATION 

REF: (A) STATE 087296, (B) LEE SNOW'S LETTER 4/7/78 

1 . ON APRIL 1 3 LAB ATT DELIVERED A LETTER TO UNDERSECRETARY 
INCIONG AND DIRECTOR NORIEL WHICH INFORMED THEM OF THE 
MESSAGE IN REF A. ON APRIL 20 LABATT DELIVERED THE 
PROPOSED SYLLABUS AND BIO DATA CONTAINED IN REF B. 

SUBSEQUENT PHONE CALLS AND A PERSONAL VISIT REVEALED 
THAT NORIEL AND INCIONG WERE AWAITING SECRETARY OPLE'S 
APPROVAL. THE DELAY THEY SAID WAS DUE TO EVERYONE'S 
TOTAL INVOLVEMENT IN THE ELECTION OF SECTORAL LABOR 
CANDIDATES TO THE NEW PARLIAMENT. ON MAY 3 LABATT 
RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING LETTER: 

QUOTE: DEAR MR. LINDAHL: 

THIS REFERS TO THE PROPOSED MISSION TO THE PHILIPPINES 
OF A TEAM OF LABOR RELATIONS EXPERTS FROM THE US 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND FEDERAL MEDIATION AND CONCILIATION 
SERVICE. THE TEAM IS SUPPOSED TO CONDUCT SEMINARS ON 
LABOR RELATIONS FOR THE BENEFIT OF OUR CONCILIATORS AND 
OTHER LABOR RELATIONS PERSONNEL. 
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WHILE WE DEEPLY APPRECIATE YOUR EFFORTS TO MAKE THE 
PROPOSED MISSION POSSIBLE, WE REGRET TO INFORM YOU THAT 
WE ARE NOT PREPARED AT THIS TIME TO HOST SUCH A MISSION 
AND THE SEMINARS. WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF REEXAMINING 
OUR LABOR RELATIONS SYSTEM IN THE LIGHT OF OUR EXPERIENCE 
DURING THE LAST FIVE YEARS AND MAJOR CHANGES MAY BE 
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INTRODUCED SOON. IN FACT, NEW DECREES HAVE JUST BEEN 
SIGNED BY PRESIDENT MARCOS EEEECTING SOME CHANGES IN 
OUR LABOR RELATIONS SYSTEM. WE DO NOT KNOW HOW THE 
PROPOSED MISSION AND SEMINARS WILL FIT INTO THE EMERGING 
SYSTEM. 

MOREOVER. IT IS OUR DESIRE TO NEGOTIATE WITH YOUR 
GOVERNMENT A SYSTEMATIC AND SUSTAINED PROGRAM OF MUTUAL 
ASSISTANCE BETWEEN OUR TWO DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR RATHER 
THAN AN ISOLATED LECTURE MISSION. SHOULD YOUR GOVERNMENT 
WISH TO EXXLORE THE KIND OF MUTUAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
WE HAVE IN MIND, WE WILL WELCOME THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
DISCUSS IT WITH YOU. 

ASSURING YOU OF OUR HIGHEST REGARDS AND FRIENDSHIP. 

WE ARE 

SINCERELY YOURS, 

AMADO G. INCIONG, UNDERSECRETARY. END QUOTE. 

2. AT THIS WRITING WE HAVE NOT EXPLORED THE POSSIBLE 
FUTURE PROGRAMMING UNDERSECRETARY INCIONG REFERS TO. 
STULL 
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